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ISOLATION
of Central America; ' tuul th« ill humour ofthn Omrt of Madrid lent some credit to persistent rumour* "I" the formation of n Quadruple Alliance between Russia, Austria, France, ;uid Spnln, for the overthrow of Kngland.
Having g;iiuc:d some knowledge (if the chief playrr.s in the prcHt game- ihtit was now opening, and of the vast issues ul Hlake, we reltirn to notice its varying fortunes, especially as they concerned I'ilt. It Hluiuld be remembered that, while the Marquis nf Carmarthen wrote the tle-spalchen, Liu; .spirit which informed then) was that of the Prime Minister. (tormnrihm had ability, but H irieklecl off towards lampoons and play.s. In fa haute /W///(///(? he never had very deep Interest; hut it i.i clear that Pitt .soon found in it the fascination which has enthralled niiuiy a master mind.
As we have already seen, Joseph II early in 17^5 led the way In two very threatening move*, namely, the pruponnl for the HdKic-liavrtrian lixchiiunn HIU) Uie deninnd llial tlic Dulcli should cede t«i him Mae-tlriclU and throw open the navigation of the Scheldt estuary In-low Antwerp. It was rlui.irUrrtotie of him that he should press hnih these di'iUnliini; t laini't In the same year, a fuel winch icvtsdi his cimlidrnu: in hh allianccH with Rnshla and I'Vimrc, and hi-. miilruipL fur the isolated 1'owcTH, Prussi.i, I Inlliiud, and (irr;il llciuin. In Ihrsti twn KiatleiM lit; nsrd II/N JillIrM )IN piiislvr tnuls fur |Ju* fu/'l)ie?r;»)t:e of hh uwn ends; and this explains the concluding HChttmccH of liarris'M lutler t«i C.'armarthen tmoted tn piirt almve: "The Km-paror dupes K.UHMUI: 1'Vaiitc inaktfH a foot uf I'runiln. In two words thin secinn to ha the Htatc of luirtipc. I wish Knglancl could lake advantage uf this mngular position of affairs." '
1'ltt and hia colleaguen wero by no meanN no absorbed In mniift(fiiif( tl'« llouaa of Comnioni «« HnrrlH h/nted in his Jaitei' of four days later to Joseph Kwart at Merlin. The despatches of ihln able onlclal, Secmury of the HrlUth I.e|»atlon at the 1'rusnian cupilal, had already wnrncd them of their danger, and pointed to an allianco with Prussia «s the unly way ot escape, The uncc PrtisHopholiu Harris ailmilled to Kwiirt thd force of these argument^;' uiul, UN llert/.berg, one of the Prussian Secre-f Stiitc for Foreign Affair*, /itvuiirrd an KnglMi connet:-
1 Sttlitinnn, " I'm," j«y, 3111; nhn MnrtKint, iv( iji y, fur ihe twny c lint th^putc, ' ll.M. Aid). MS.S., j8«>rKi.                 ' " Mnlincvbury Mcins.," i!, 113-11.